We are pleased to introduce the first Acta Cryst. F special issue on Crystallography of glycoproteins and protein-carbohydrate complexes. We hope to present not only structural information but also cutting-edge methodology that will boost our understanding of the three-dimensional intricacies pertaining to the chemistry of carbohydrates.
In the remainder of the special issue we publish the structures of the highly glycosylated human leukocyte elastase in complex with an inhibitor (Hochscherf et al., 2018) , of several enzymes that act on carbohydrates (Moroz et al., 2018; Urresti et al., 2018; Wu & Davies, 2018) and of a transcriptional regulator bound to a glycan effector (Mahounga et al., 2018) .
It looks like carbohydrate structural biologists -computational methods developers and experimentalists alike -are hitting a groove on carbohydrate structure determination. Let us hope we are in for a very Long Player! Accompanying the 'music' we intend to publish more articles on this topic in the future.
Following in the footsteps of the successful special issues on Structural Genomics (Weiss & Einspahr, 2010 , 2011 and Molecular Parasitology (Hunter & Weiss, 2015) , this issue highlights carbohydrate structural biology, and together with further special issues on other topics, aims to showcase the expanding scope of Acta Cryst. F.
